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should be based on the record and ad-
dressed to the Governors through the 
Secretary of the Board. If the com-
menter has been a party to the Com-
mission proceeding, copies should be 
sent to all other parties to that pro-
ceeding. The Secretary shall make all 
such communications available for 
public inspection. 

(2) Because the Governors are often 
required to act promptly on a rec-
ommended decision from the Commis-
sion, interested persons seeking to 
communicate with the Governors 
should submit their comments no later 
than ten (10) days after the Commis-
sion has issued its recommended deci-
sion. This period may be extended at 
the discretion of the Governors. 

(c) Scope of the guidelines. These 
guidelines apply to communications 
from interested persons to the Gov-
ernors, their staff, personal assistants 
(if any), the Secretary of the Board and 
any official of the Office of the Board. 
Since the Act assigns final decision-
making authority on Commission rec-
ommended decisions to the Governors 
and not the Board, these guidelines do 
not apply to the Postmaster General or 
the Deputy Postmaster General, nor do 
they apply to other officers or officials 
of the Postal Service. Moreover, in 
order to carry out their statutory re-
sponsibility to direct ‘‘the exercise of 
the power of the Postal Service,’’ 39 
U.S.C. 202(a), the Governors must be 
free to discuss all matters of postal 
policy with officers and employees of 
the Postal Service. Accordingly, no re-
strictions apply to communications be-
tween the Governors and Postal Serv-
ice employees. 

§ 9.3 Public availability of communica-
tions. 

All communications placed on the 
public record pursuant to these guide-
lines shall be available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Board of 
Governors, United States Postal Serv-
ice, Room 10–300, 475 L’Enfant Plaza 
West, SW., Washington, DC 20260–1000, 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday except Federal holi-
days. 

PART 10—RULES OF CONDUCT FOR 
POSTAL SERVICE GOVERNORS 
[APPENDIX] 

Sec. 
10.1 Applicability. 
10.2 Advisory service. 
10.3 Post-employment activities. 
10.4 Financial disclosure reports. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 401. 

SOURCE: 52 FR 29697, Aug. 11, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 10.1 Applicability. 
This part contains rules of conduct 

for the members of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the United States Postal 
Service. As special employees within 
the meaning of 18 U.S.C. 202(a), the 
members of the Board are also subject 
to the Standards of Ethical Conduct for 
Employees of the Executive Branch, 5 
CFR part 2635, and Postal Service regu-
lations supplemental thereto, 5 CFR 
part 7001. 

[61 FR 36499, July 11, 1996] 

§ 10.2 Advisory service. 
(a) The General Counsel is the Eth-

ical Conduct Officer of the Postal Serv-
ice and the Designated Agency Ethics 
Official for purposes of the Ethics in 
Government Act, as amended, and the 
implementing regulations of the Office 
of Government Ethics, including 5 CFR 
part 2638. 

(b) A Governor may obtain advice 
and guidance on questions of conflicts 
of interest, and may request any ruling 
provided for by either the Standards of 
Ethical Conduct for Employees of the 
Executive Branch, or the Postal Serv-
ice regulations supplemental thereto, 
from the General Counsel or a des-
ignated assistant. 

(c) If the General Counsel determines 
that a Governor is engaged in activity 
which involves a violation of federal 
statute or regulation, including the 
ethical conduct regulations contained 
in 5 CFR parts 2635 and 7001, or conduct 
which creates the appearance of such a 
violation, he or she shall bring this to 
the attention of the Governor or shall 
notify the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors, or the Vice Chairman, as 
appropriate. 

[61 FR 36499, July 11, 1996] 
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§ 10.3 Post-employment activities. 
Governors are subject to the restric-

tions on the post-employment activi-
ties of special Government employees 
imposed by 18 U.S.C. 207. Guidance con-
cerning post-employment restrictions 
applicable to Governors may be ob-
tained in accordance with § 10.2(b). 

[61 FR 36500, July 11, 1996] 

§ 10.4 Financial disclosure reports. 
(a) Requirement of submission of re-

ports. At the time of their nomination, 
Governors complete a financial disclo-
sure report which, under the practice 
of the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee, is kept confidential. Be-
cause the Director of the Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics has ruled that Gov-
ernors who do not perform the duties of 
their office for more than 60 days in 
any calendar year are not required to 
file financial disclosure reports that 
are open to the public, Governors file 
non-public reports annually, in accord-
ance with this section. A Governor who 
performs the duties of his or her office 
for more than 60 days in a particular 
calendar year is required to file a pub-
lic report in accordance with 5 CFR 
2634.204(c). 

(b) Person with whom reports should be 
filed and time for filing. (1) A Governor 
shall file a financial disclosure report 
with the General Counsel on or before 
May 15 of each year when the Governor 
has been in office for more than 60 con-
secutive calendar days during the pre-
vious year. 

(2) The General Counsel may, for 
good cause shown, grant to a Governor 
an extension of up to 45 days. An addi-
tional extension of up to 45 days may 
be granted by the Director of the Office 
of Government Ethics for good cause 
shown. 

(c) Information required to be reported. 
Each report shall be a full and com-
plete statement, on the form prescribed 
by the General Counsel and the Office 
of Government Ethics and in accord-
ance with instructions issued by him or 
her. The form currently in use is 
Standard Form 278. 

(d) Reviewing reports. (1) Financial 
disclosure reports filed in accordance 
with the provisions of this section 
shall, within 60 days after the date of 

filing, be reviewed by the General 
Counsel who shall either approve the 
report, or make an initial determina-
tion that a conflict or appearance 
thereof exists. If the General Counsel 
determines initially that a conflict or 
the appearance of a conflict exists, he 
or she shall inform the Governor of his 
determination. 

(2) If the General Counsel considers 
that additional information is needed 
to complete the report or to allow an 
adequate review to be conducted, he or 
she shall request the reporting Gov-
ernor to furnish that information by a 
specified date. 

(3) The General Counsel shall refer to 
the Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors or the Vice Chairman the name 
of any Governor he or she has reason-
able cause to believe has wrongfully 
failed to file a report or has falsified or 
wrongfully failed to report required in-
formation. 

(e) Custody of and public access to re-
ports—(1) Retention of reports. Each re-
port filed with the General Counsel 
shall be retained by him or her for a 
period of six years. After the six-year 
period, the report shall be destroyed 
unless needed in connection with an in-
vestigation then pending. 

(2) Confidentiality of reports. Unless a 
public report is required by this sec-
tion, the financial disclosure reports 
filed by Governors shall not be made 
public. 

[52 FR 29697, Aug. 11, 1987. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 36500, July 11, 1996] 

PART 11—ADVISORY BOARDS 
[ARTICLE XI] 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 203, 204, 205, 
401(2), (10), 402, 403, 1003, 3013, 5 U.S.C. 552b(a), 
(b) (g). 

§ 11.1 Establishment. 

The Board of Governors may create 
such advisory boards as it may deem 
appropriate and may appoint persons 
to serve thereon or may delegate such 
latter authority to the Postmaster 
General. 

[59 FR 18454, Apr. 18, 1994] 
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